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(57,iAbstract: 

PURPOSE: To provide an aligner which has an excellent exposure 
performance which is not directly affected by the rigidity of a lens 
tube platen, the plane flattening accuracy of a stage platen 
reference plane, and a change in the stage platen reference plane 
with time. 

CONSTITUTION: In an aligner where a pattern formed on an 
original sheet is projected onto a substrate placed on a stage 8 
through the intermediary of a projection lens 4 for exposure, 
position detectors 13 and 14 which measure a distance between 
the underside of a lens barrel platen 3 which is formed in one piece 
with the stage 8 holding a projection lens 4 and the upside of a 
stage 8 and a control means which servoes the stage 8 to a target 
position in a Z direction feeding back the output of the position 
detectors 13 and 14 are provided. 
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